The Knobstone

News of the Knobstone Hiking Trail Association

Fall Newsletter 2022 Vol. 9, No. 2
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Many Thanks To All Our Volunteers Who Are Helping
To Make Our Dream A Reality!
Take Time To Consider
Joining The KHTA Or Making A Special Gift To The KHTA

To Continue The Growth of the Trail

Thanks For Your Support!
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A Word From Our President
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We are currently-mvbekicognewctiloe be3ween the Tgc
County Trail D. Nina, Steve and | spent a dgy
downed trees and flagging the route. A crew|lo
usabl e. Mar kers were installed. Bl azes will b €
tion Iis very important, it now makes the trail
Monroe State Forest Headquarters to the campsi|t
i ng trai.l I n the state of I ndiana.
Scott Beam organi ze a trail scouting party at
around the hills of northern Morgan Monroe St gt
easement at the Martinsville Sportsman Conser \Ja
cumseh Trail. The next step iIs to work with tHhe
dati on Once completed this wild.l give an addi t}i
way to Clear Springs, a distance of 85 mil es.
There is a tremendous amount of opportunity ahe
tance Knobstone Trail a reality. Trail scouting
activities that depend upon volunteers. We espe
activities. We have a great story to tell but |n
of the total 160 miles open and ready for hiki|n
know about.
Pl ease consider joining our great effort.
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Calendar of Trail Workdays
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https://www.meetup.com/Knobstone-Hiking-Trail-Association-of-Indiana-Meetup/events/
https://www.meetup.com/Knobstone-Hiking-Trail-Association-of-Indiana-Meetup/events/
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https://www.knobstonehikingtrail.org/join-donate/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/files/fo-clark-knobstone-reroute-122021.pdf

2nd Saturday Work Day TT-HNF Connector Trail

On Oct 25, Charles Andrew, Nina Andrew, and Steve Schaftlein did preparatory work for the Nov 12 work|
day on the connecting trail between the Tecumseh Trail and the Hoosier National Forest Sections of the
KHT. Scout Troop 343 from Springville joined us for the work day. We were greeted by the first measur-
able snow of theyear asthetemperature hovered in the 30&. The completed 1/3 miles section of trail pro-
vides approximately 75 miles of trail from the MorgaMonroe Forest to 5 miles South of the Hoosier Na-
tional Forest. This is now the longest foot path in the state. As we worked Angie Evans became the first
official hiker on the new trail. A couple other unidentified hikers came by earlier in the day.
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https://igws.indiana.edu/newsletter/read/may-2020
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Trail Construction & Maintenance
Sparksville Bridge Restoration & Annual Maintenance

Normally you locate bridges on the down stream end of a straight section of a creek in order to minimize
the erosion of the bank near the bridge. Sections of creeks that are curved are continually eroding the
bank and changing the location of the stream bed. However, at times a straight section of a creek is not
available. This was the situation at the bridge on the private easement at Sparksville. Over the years, thg
bridge was undermined and was at the point of collapse. Consequently, last year a major effort was madj
to construct a concrete retaining wall to stabilize the bank and bed of the creek and to right and repair the
bridge itself. This required about 40 hours of labor. This was the first step in the restoration process.
Such projects usually take 2 to 3 years to complete as the flow of water will continue to test out the the
stabilization efforts. So in September several hours were spent adding additional rip rap and concrete to
prevent the undermining of the retaining wall. An annual inspection and minor maintenance will proba-
bly be sufficient to maintain the bridge and retaining wall in the future. When bridges have to be located

on curving sections of creeks, concrete retaining walls and structures are necessary to maintain the integiy-

ty of the bridges.

A Trick of The Trade: To work with the concrete, a ditch was dug to divert the water away from the re-
taining wall area while the concrete blocks were placed and cement was poured.
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